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Situations Vacant 
DORKING C.L.P. invi‘es applications for the post 
of full-time Secretary/Agent. Salary and conditions 
in ac:ordance with the National Agreement. 
appoin’ment to be made in consulta.ion with the 
Na‘ional Executive Committee.. Five-roomed flat 
Applicatigdn forms can be obtained from 
_ the Secretary, Pethick Lawrence House, 85 South 
Street, Dorking, Surrey, to whom they should be 
returned not later than 29:h March, 1958. 


SHIPLEY C.L.P. invi‘es applications for the post 
of Secretary/Agent. The appointment will be made 
in consulta‘ion with the Na‘ional Executive Com- 
mittee. Salary in accordance with the National 
Agreement. Application forms can be obtained 
from Mr. A. Shuw, J.P., 11 Moor View Dr:ve, Lee 
Lane, Cottingley, Bingley. Yorks., to whom. they 
should be returned not later than 29th March, 1958. 


HERTFORD C.L.P. invites applica*ions for the 
post of full-time Organiser. The appointment to 
‘be made in consultation with the National Executive 
*Committee. Salary and condiions in accordance 
‘with the National Agreement. Prospects of housing 
accommoda‘ion. Application forms can be obtained 
from the National Agent, Transport House, Smith 
Square, London, S.W.1, to whom they. should be 
returned not later than Sth April, 1958. 


BOLTON BOROUGH LABOUR PARTY invites 
applications for the post of Secre’ary/Agent 
(Grade 2). The appoin*ment to be made in con- 
sulta‘tion with the National Execu‘ive Commitee. 
Salary in accordance with the National Agreement. 
Apolication forms can be obtained from. the 
National Agent, Transport House, Smith Square, 
London, S.W.1, to whom they should be returned 
hot later than 29th March, 1958. 


The. 
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“Call it Shae: yer 
“ITs ALL 


“Send oe) our “treet Paint © 
samples, only. 3d. postage, to:— 


THE IDEAL PRINTERS 
: 12. Midland Street, HULL 


THE — “FUND-RAISING”” 
SP : Cc lA LI s TS” 


FULL UNION SHOP SINCE 1922 0 
EST: 1919. - 


SOUTHALL C.L.P. inyites applications for the post 
of full-time Secretary/ Agent. The appoin:ment will 
be made in consultation with the National Execu ive 
Committee. Salary in accordance wi-h the National 
Agreement. Application foims can be obtained 
from Mr. E. J. Rohen, 31 Argyll Avenue, Southall, 
Middx., to whom they should be re.urned not later 
than 5th April, 1958. 3 
NORWICH BOROUGH LABOUR PARTY AND 
TRADES: COUNCIL invites applications for the, 
post of full-time Assis‘ant Organiser. The appoint! 
ment to be made in consulation with the Na‘ional 
Executive Committee. Salary in accordance with 
the Na‘ional Agreement. ~Apolication forms can be 
ob:ained from Mr. W. G. White, 59 Bethel Street, 
Norwich, to whom they should be returned not; 
later than 29th March, 1958. 


KEMPTON (Brighton) C.L.P. invites applications 
for the post of full-time Secre-ary/Agent. The 
appoin‘ment will be made in consultation with the 
Na‘ional Executive Committee. Salary in accordance 
with the National Agreement.’ House and car 
available. Application forms can be ob‘ained from 
the National Agent, Transport House, Smith Square, 
London, S.W.1, to whom they should be re. urned 
not later than 31st March, 1958. 


EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE C.L.P. invi-es ‘appli- 
cations. for the post of. full-time Agent, The 
appointment to be made in consultation wich: the 
National Executive Committee. Salary in accor- 
dance with the National. Agreement. Application 
forms can be obtained from the National Agent, 
Transport House, Smith Square, London, S.W.1, 
to whom they should be returned not Jater than 
29th March, 1958. 
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Redistribution to be put off ? 


FEAR that must have haunted 

Members of Parliament increas- 
ingly as the months have passed will 
have been allayed by the publication 
of the Government’s Bill on the Re- 
distribution of Parliamentary seats. 
No Member was safe from the threat 
that his seat would be made untenable, 
or even would disappear completely, 
by the next General Election as a result 
of boundary changes. 


This could have happened at any 
time since November 1957. By the 
existing law, the Boundary Com- 
missioners were obliged to complete a 
general review of constituency bound- 
aries and to submit their reports not 
later than November 1961. 

The House of Commons (Redistri- 
bution of Seats) Act, 1949 requires the 
Boundary Commissioners to submit 
reports not Jess than three, or more 
than seven years from the date of the 
submission of their last reports. The 
present Bill would change the mini- 
mum and maximum times for general 
reviews and reports to 10 and 15 
years: the earliest date would be 
November 1964, and the latest 
November 1969. 

This is the most important provision 
of the Bill and is likely to receive 
general support, whatever happens to 
its other provisions during its passage 
through Parliament. The frequent 
chopping and changing of constituen- 
cies involved in carrying out the exist- 
ing legislation has been the subject of 
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fierce criticism, not only by Members, 
but also by political workers in the 
constituencies. 


Constituency organisations that had 
been built up after many years work 
were liable to be broken up on the 
recommendation of the Boundary 
Commissions, with all the resulting 
problems concerning the allocation of 
members, electoral records, finances 
and property to the organisations that 
had to be created within the new 
constituency boundaries. Constituen- 
cies with a long political tradition 
were always in danger of being 
abolished altogether, or being so 
altered as to lose their old identity. 


Thirty Years 


All the same, there was something 
to be said for the principle of perma- 
nent redistribution, which was first 
adopted in 1944 and which was carried 
over into the 1948 Act. (This Act was 
enforced in the redistribution which 
preceded the 1950 General Election.) 
Except for the division of constituen- 
cies containing more than 100,000 
electors, which took place in time for 
the 1945 General Election, there had 
been no change in constituency bound- 
aries since 1918, and during the 30 
years between there had been great 
movements of population. 

Permanent Boundary Commissions 
were established with the duty to make 
general reviews within three to seven 


years and to deal with special cases 
meanwhile. In effect, the Boundary 
Commissions in these special cases 
have confined themselves to bringing 
Parliamentary boundaries into con- 
formity with changed Local Govern- 
ment boundaries. 

The changes in most cases were 
slight, but in one or two large cities 
where there was a redistribution of 
wards, the changes made in the Parlia- 
mentary boundaries were substantial. 
Presumably, because of the greatly 
extended time between general reviews, 
the Boundary Commissions will now 
deal with anomalies arising from a 
decline, or an increase, in the elector- 
ate of any constituency which repre- 
sents a serious departure from the 
electoral quota. _ 

It is now proposed that the electoral 
quota, be changed. In the old Act the 
electoral quota was obtained by 
dividing the electorate for Great 
Britain by the number of constituencies 
in Great Britain, but in the last re- 
distribution in 1954 the English Com- 
mission used an English quota, which 
was considerably higher than that of 
Great Britain as a whole. 


Over Size 


This meant that, though there was a 

case for increasing the number of seats in 
England to deal with the many constituen- 
cies which were well above the quota, in 
fact only five new constituencies were 
created, leaving 76 constituencies with 
electorates of 64,000 and over, when the 
quota was 55,670. 
~ The new Bill now proposes to use an 
English quota for English constituencies, 
so. the value of a vote in England is to 
remain much less than the value of a 
vote in. Scotland and Wales ! 
, Inthe mind of those responsible for 
the principle of permanent redistribution 
was the ideal of giving equal value to a 
vote wherever it was cast. This is to be 
seen, not only in the provision for a 
British electoral quota, but also in the 
rules which were formulated to secure 
mathematical equality between constituen- 
cies, so far as possible. 

This emphasis on securing an equal 
number of electors in each constituency 
in the past two general redistributions 
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resulted in Local Government boundaries 
being crossed by Parliamentary boun- 
daries and the disruption of local ties in 
quite a number of instances. 4 

The present Bill brings in a presumption — 
against making changes unless there is a 
very strong case for them and, in applying - 
the rules, instructs the Boundary Com-— 
missions to take into account the breaking 
of local ties by any proposed changes. 

The general effect of the Bill would 
appear to be to freeze the present boun- 
daries for 10 or 15 years and after that to” 
put a brake on changes, so that the 
present inequalities between one part of 
the United Kingdom and another, and 
between borough and county constituen-— 
cies, are likely to increase in future. 
Maybe this isthe price that will have to 
be paid for relative stability. 


New Agents 


Pa following Agency appointments 
have been approved by the National 
Executive Committee : 

MR. A. BAMFORD to Maidstone. 
Arnold Bamford has been a member of 
the East Ham South party for the past 
seven years. He is 43 years of age, 
formerly employed as a gas worker, and 
has held various posts in the local party 
during his period of membership. 

MR. A. D. CAPELIN to Portsmouth 
West. Arthur Capelin is 31 years old and 
has been agent at Chichester since Sep- 
tember 1956. At the 1955 General Elec- 
tion he was employed for a month as 
full-time assistant to the agent at Chiches- 
ter. He has been a member of the Party 
for six years. : 

MISS J. FARRAR to Doncaster. Jean 
Farrar has been active in the Party for 
the past nine years at Halifax. A short- 
hand typist, she recently completed the 
Agents’ Training Course. 

_ MR. B. JONES to Grantham. Twenty- 
six years of age, Brian Jones, a member 
of the Coventry East party, has recently 
completed the Agents’ Training Course. 
He has been a member of the Party for 
five years and was formerly employed as 
a clerk. 

MR. W. G. McLEAN to Carlisle. 
William McLean has been a member of 
the party at Hartlepools for six years. He 
is 29 years of age and recently completed 
the Agents’ Training Course. : 


Reading wins its Town Poll 


Recently Birmingham had a poll of less than 3% which turned down nine clauses 


of a proposed Parliamentary Bill. 


Here, Harry Gibbs, describes how Labour won 


a majority in a Town Poll in Reading. 


AT first sight, the issue didn’t appear 

fiercely political—a proposal to 
establish a joint water board to serve 
a wide area, including Reading. 

Technical efficiency, the needs of 
industry and domestic consumers, 
‘common sense and the Tory Minister 
were all on the side of the Labour 
Group when they decided to promote, 
jointly with the county council, a 
Parliamentary Bill to set up such a 
board. 

The financial and technical experts 
were called in, calculations were made, 
reports prepared and details hammered 
out. Other authorities were brought 
into the discussions. 

When finally drafted, the Bill pro- 
vided for the formation of a Thames 
‘Valley water board to supply water to 
practically all of Berkshire and parts 
of South Oxfordshire. The board was 
to acquire ten local authority under- 
takings (including Reading’s), three 
water companies, and parts of two 
other undertakings. 

In view of the Tory Minister’s 
alternate pleadings and threats to 
secure larger undertakings by amal- 
gamation, it didn’t seem an unreason- 
able assumption that, once these 
preliminaries had been carefully 
carried out, the proposal might have a 
smooth passage, uncomplicated by 
really determined Tory opposition. 


Disillusionment Came 


Disillusionment came in due course. 
Whenever the Bill was discussed, the 
council was neatly divided on party 
lines and the Labour group were soon 
in no doubt that Tory councillors 
meant to oppose the proposal all the 
way. Still no great cause for concern— 
we had the majority. 
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A simple majority, however, was not 
sufficient for the next two stages of the 
proceedings. The Local Government 
Act, 1933, says that, in the case of a 
borough or an urban district seeking 
to promote such a Bill, a resolution 
must be carried at two special meetings 
of the council, with more than half of 
the council voting in favour. 

So it was necessary not merely to 
have more of ours at the meetings than 
of theirs, but to register 27 votes or 
more, the total strength of the council 
being 52. We were still not unduly 
disturbed. With a total of 31 Labour 
councillors and aldermen, we ought to 
be able to make it—assuming that any 
sickness would hit both sides equally— 
even though two of our councillors 
were abroad. 


Pulled Through 


We pulled through on 19th Novem- 
ber and 16th December. The continued 
staunch opposition of the Tories was 
irrelevant at this stage. 

But such is the law regarding the 
promotion of a Parliamentary Bill 
affecting the ownership of assets of a 
borough or an urban district that the 
majority of the elected representatives 
of the people don’t have the last word. 
Having got two special majorities at 
two special meetings of the council, 
we now had to win a town’s meeting. 

Official notices were posted in the 
usual places and appeared in the Press 
of a meeting, at the Town Hall, on 
16th December, which all registered 
electors were entitled to attend and at 
which a resolution would be put to the 
vote. 

We had taken the opportunity 
afforded by a meeting of our General 
Committee to appeal for party support 
at this meeting. Now we carried the 


appeal further afield by sending out a 
letter to all members and by ‘advertis- 
ing’ the meeting on a weekly news 
sheet which reaches a large number of 
members and supporters. 

Amongst the ardent, active mem- 
bers of the party, there was by this 
time not only a clear appreciation of 
the issue (because a lot of discussion 
and explanation had gone on at our 
meetings), but a keen determination to 
win similar to the spirit we always get 
at election times. 


Not Excited 


But Labour supporters as a whole 
were not disposed to get excited over 
a proposed joint water board. In the 
party and the group we had an uncom- 
fortable feeling that the ‘againsts’ on 
such a matter would be a lot more 
zealous than the ‘fors’. We were a little 
bit anxious. 

The meeting on 16th December was 
attended by a couple of hundred 
people, the great majority being mem- 
bers of the political parties. The main 
provisions of the Bill and develop- 
ments to date were outlined by the 
Town Clerk. The experts employed by 
the council answered questions on the 
financial and technical aspects. 

In the debate which followed— 
‘political prejudice’ apart—the objec- 
tors (mostly Tory councillors) put up 
a very poor show against some 
excellent performances in support of 
the Bill. Not that this was likely to 
affect the outcome, since practically 
all who attended were already fully 
and finally committed to support or 
oppose, according to which party they 
were there to serve. 

It was, from the start, purely a 
question of which of the two parties 
had done the better mobilisation job. 
As a ‘town’s meeting’, which, if it is to 
be useful at all, must be a meeting 
capable of testing public opinion on a 
matter on which the public feels 
strongly and can make up its mind, 
this meeting was a farce. 

Doubtless, in the days of corrupt 
boroughs, the town’s meeting was an 


institution of some value for safe-— 
guarding the assets of corporations 
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cornered by a .few unscrupulous 
tradesmen. But what do you do in 
these days of ‘honest’, if somewhat 
archaic, local government administra- 
tion, if most of a mere 200 out of © 
81,000 electors say ‘No’ to a decision | 
of the council which about 45,000 of 
them elected seven months before? 

You have a town poll. This was the - 
reason for our anxiety to carry the 
vote at the town’s meeting. The Act 
says that, if a majority of those attend-_ 
ing and voting at such a meeting are 
against the resolution proposing to 
promote the Parliamentary Bill, there 
may be a town poll at which all 
electors are entitled to vote. And we 
didn’t particularly want an election in 
early January. Still less did we want 
one in the middle of a wholesale 
reorganisation of our whole party 
made necessary by large-scale ward 
re-distribution. : 

However, the town’s meeting vote went 
in our fayour—by 112 to 51. This was 
good, however unimpressive the figures 
may look, because we thought we might 
be spared a town poll, which could now 
take place only if at least 100 electors 
demanded it within seven days of the 
town’s meeting. 

As the meeting broke up, Tories were 
busy handing out forms to potential 
signatories and, by the end of the week, 


the necessary 100 electors had been 
found. 


Hundred Requests 


The Act says that the poll must be held 
not earlier than 10 and not later than 14 
days after receipt of 100 requests. The 
computation excludes Sundays and statu- 
tory holidays—in this case Christmas— 
and the latest date on which the poll 
could have been held was Thursday, 9th 
January. It was actually held on 
Wednesday 8th. 

Hours of poll are fixed by the council, 
but must include the hours of 6-8 in the 
evening. Polling stations can be all or 
some of those normally used for 
elections. . 

The cost of such a poll will vary with 
the size of the town and the exact 
arrangements. The Reading poll will 
probably have cost perhaps £600 or £700, 


S. 


. 


but right have been much. more expen- 
sive. Hours of poll were 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
All normal polling places were used, but 
with only one polling station in each. 
Public notices were displayed at the usual 
points and an explanatory official circular 
was sent to occupiers of houses. 


“When we in the party came to work 
out just what activity to undertake, we 
counted on certain things: 


Be) There would be a 
(perhaps 10 per cent); 
©) Without any organisation on either 
side we would lose, because those 
who approved of their elected 
council’s proposal wouldn’t see the 
-. point in the poll; 

(c) The shortness of the campaign and 
of polling hours and the obscure 
nature of the ‘election’ precluded 
normal electioneering methods. 

First we appealed by letter to all mem- 

bers. To other Labour voters, only in 
areas of concentrated Labour support 
near to polling stations, we delivered a 
leaflet of brief explanation appealing to 
them as Labour voters. As many of these 
as..we possibly could we: canvassed (a 
slow business because of the need to 
explain) and then knocked up on polling 


tiny poll. 


day. We used cars. Committee rooms 
were dispensed with and we had instead 
starting points for workers. 

We left the loudspeaker out of it, 
because of the danger of informing Tories 
who might otherwise not even know there 
was a poll on. The party had a target of 
Labour votes to get out of each area of 
concentrated Labour support. 

We found plenty of apathy, much con- 
fusion and much ignorance. And we 
were well content with the result we got 
in the circumstances—2,772 votes for the 
resolution, 1,087 against. If. we had such 
a campaign to do again, we would carry, 
concentration even further and ‘go for’ 
only those Labour voters in areas of 
heavy support who voted at the last 
municipal elections. 

Until the law is altered, urban districts 
and boroughs promoting Bills to form 
larger water undertakings will have all 
or some of this procedure to go through. 
This general outline is written in the hope 
that it will help other parties and groups 
seeking to take similar steps regarding 
water supply and with a strong recom- 
mendation that they dip into the Local 
Government Act, 1933, Part 13, Sections 
254 and 255, the 9th Schedule and the 
Regulations under the Act. 


- Propaganda in Labour Clubs 


OR some months we in the Bolton 

_ West Constituency had been search- 
ing our minds for new ideas to deal with 
the ever-growing threat of television. 
Public meetings had shown that we were 
reaching but a tiny fraction of the 
electorate with Labour’s policy, and we 
realised that some other method would 
have to be found. 

The honorary agent for the constitu- 
éncy, Councillor Marion Greenhaulgh, 
came along with, what sounded like, a 
reasonable proposition to get our méssage 
over to, the pensioners. We decided to 
Zive it a trial. 

“An .appeal was sent to each of the 
Labour Clubs in the constituency. asking 
for funds to launch a series of ‘afternoon 

a meetings’. The clubs came up trumps, 
i not only - provided , finance, but 

owed great interest in the venture itself. 
We decided to hold an afternoon meeting 
yt-each of the clubs. Tickets were issued 


to pensioners through the club at which 
the particular meeting was to be held and 
some additional tickets were made avail- 
able to the ‘over sixties’, and other such 
groups in the area. 

Members of the Ladies’ Committee 
prepared afternoon tea, following which 
the prospective candidate spoke for about 
ten minutes (we made a firm decision that 
there were going to be no long speeches). 
After this questions were answered from 
the body of the hall and the prospective 
candidate remained behind later to deal 
with any personal problems. 

Against an estimated attendance of 
20-30 we have, in fact, averaged over 80 
at each function. Due to, the generosity 
of the ladies the cost of these meetings 
has been very much less than might have 
been expected. 

Prior-to Christmas the members began 
to think in terms of something really big 
for the holiday. The result was a ‘mass’ 
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tea party at the Town Hall on New 
Year’s Eve. For this purpose we teamed 
up with Bolton East and finally attracted 
over 700 old people. Tea was again served 
by the ladies, a free raffle was held, with 
prizes donated by supporters (one prize 
was a gold watch!), and there was an 
entertainment, acclaimed by all as the 
finest staged in Bolton! 


* * * 


Meanwhile, we were not unmindful of 
the fact that we still had to find ways and 
means of getting to the rest of the 
electorate. A suggestion was made that 
we should have a ‘tour’ of the clubs in 
the constituency — with the prospective 
candidate giving a short talk at each. We 
realised, however, that the appearance of 
a new prospective candidate was not in 
itself likely to cause any general excite- 
ment, and decided to take along a star 
speaker. 

Bessie Braddock willingly accepted our 
invitation and, after tea for 90, at head- 
quarters, a convoy of 14 cars set off on 
what was to prove a huge success. The 
meetings had been well advertised and 
all the clubs were packed to capacity. 

The programme was so arranged as to 
interrupt the club proceedings for only 
15 minutes. First the prospective candi- 
date spoke and then Mrs. Braddock. 
After the speeches Bessie went round the 
audience as though she knew them all 
personally and must have signed literally 
hundreds of autographs! 

We estimate that our total audience 
that night was over 4,000 and the recep- 
‘tion for both speakers was magnificent. 

It is perhaps only fair to point out that 
ventures such as these are possible only 
if the clubs are politically minded. In 
Bolton we are fortunate in this respect. 
No little thanks are due to the National 
Union of Labour Clubs, which is doing 
so much in this part of the country to 
ensure that ‘Labour’ clubs really are 
Labour. 


Supplies Dept. 


|_____ at Head Office 


W HY not a Department at. Head 
Office supplying -all the needs of 
the parties? Would a large -enterprise 
with about 600 branches tolerate: a 
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position where each branch did its own 
buying of equipment? | 

I know a large catering firm where 
each branch has standard sets of books 
and forms. They are cared for by a 
Supplies Dept. All their needs for 
stationery and such like are attended to — 
in the obvious economical way of bulk 
purchase. : i 

Let us take the example of the Trade 
Union branch. Each branch secretary is — 
not asked on his taking office to evolve 
his own system of book-keeping. But that — 
often takes place within our Party. 
Mrs. A accepts office as Women’s section 
treasurer. She has no idea of keeping 
books and she has to evolve her own 
system. And the same applies to many 
wards. : 

Head Office Supplies Department would 
—with the aid of our Finance Depart- 
ment—produce sets of books for sections, 
wards and Party treasurers. They could 
produce standard minute books, standard 
receipt books, etc. They would, in fact, 
be helping to make the work of officers so 
much easier. 

At a Parliamentary election we use a 
set of forms produced by Head Office, 
An excellent idea. But why not extend. 
this? Why not sets for local elections? 
There is a tremendous field for sales and 


‘a great-scope for development. 


* * * 


We have at the moment more than 600 
Constituency Labour Parties, all. purchas- 
ing their own items of stationery from all 
sorts of sources. What a fine time the 
suppliers are having! And how much 
Party money is being. wasted by this 
uneconomical way of purchasing essential 
supplies. 

It may be said that not much could be 
saved by such a new department. This 
is valid if it were to deal with say three 
or four parties. But what if it had 600 
parties dealing with it? May it not, 
while maintaining itself, also make a 
slight profit? 

I make this suggestion. Leta circular 
be sent to all parties asking them to 
indicate ‘their support or otherwise for 
such a scheme. This is the only fair way 
to say whether a Supplies Department 
would be able to ‘pay its way’. 

To conclude, is it not ironical that 
whilst we advocate bulk purchase in 
national politics, we are not convinced 
of its advantages in our own affairs?’ 


H. SHINDLER 


= 


= CALENDAR FOR 


BOROUG H COUNCIL ELECTIONS 


(ENGLAND & WALES) 


except Metropolitan Boroughs 


POLLING DAY : THURSDAY, 8th MAY, 1958 


Note: 


a Compiled by LEN SIMS, National Agent’s Department 


Notice of Election .. Not later than 


Delivery of Nomination Papers and Consent to 
nomination not later than NOON 


Notice of decisions on Nomination and publication 
of Statement of persons nominated by NOON 


Declaration, in writing, to Clerk of Council, of 
Name and Address of Election Agent by NOON 


Delivery of Notice of Withdrawal not later than 
NOON .. ; Pa x: nt 


Application for Extension of aay Hours not 
later than NOON ; a wih 


Notice of Poll 


Notice of Appointment of Polling and cakes 
Agents not later than oh : 


POLLING DAY .. 

The Count 

Claims to be sent to Election Agent in eee of 
Election Expenses by 5 a 


Payments, by Election Agent, of claims in respect 
of Election Expenses by Sr Pr 


Return and Declaration of Election Agent as to 
Election Expenses by 2 


Declaration by Candidate 


Tuesday, 15th April 
Tuesday, 22nd April 
Wednesday, 23rd April 
Thursday, 24th April 
Thursday, 24th April 


Thursday, 24th April ° 
Friday, 2nd May 


Monday, 5th May 
Thursday, 8th May 


As soon as practicable 
after Close of Poll 


Thursday, 22nd May 
Thursday, 5th June 
Thursday, 12th June 
Within seven days of actual 


transmission of Agent’s 
Return and Declaration. 


Where the Declaration of Poll is aad on the following day (after midnight of 


8th May) another day can be added for Claims, Payments and Returns. 
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en EN Ee 
Urban, Rural District and 


DAY OF ELECTION (Polling Day) .. | Monday, 5th May Tuesday, 6th 


— 


RURAL | URBAN | RURAL | URB 


Notice of Election. Not later than .. .. | 9th April | 11th April | 10th April 12th . 


Delivery of Nomination Papers and Consent ; : 
not later than NOON .. Bes .. | 16th April | 18th April | 17th April | 19th - 


Notice of decisions on Nominations and publi- 


cation of Statement as to persons nominated : 
by NOON .. a de .. | 19th April | 19th April | 21st April | 21st - 


Declaration, in writing, of Name and Address ; F 
of Election Agent not later than NOON.. | 2Ist April | 21st April | 22nd April | 22nd. 


Delivery of Notices of Withdrawals by NOON | 21st April | 21st April | 22nd April 22nd | 


Application for Extension of Polling Hours 


not later than NOON .. aa .. | 21st April | 21st April | 22nd April 22nd | 
Notice of Poll .. Fe is .. | 29th April | 29th April | 30th April | 30th 
Notice of Appointment of Polling and a 
Agents not later than .. : Ist May Ist May | 2nd May 
Day of Election . . bg Ess .. | 5th May | 5th May | 6th May 
The Count 
Claims to be sent to Election Agent in respect 
of Election Expenses by an .. | 19th May | 19th May | 20th May | 20th) 
Payment, by Election Agent, of claims in Parish Parish 
respect of Election Expenses by. . .. | 26th May 27th May 
——— 2nd —— 33 
Rural June Rural Ju 
District District 
2nd June 3rd June 
Return and Declaration of Election Agent as Parish Parish 
to Election Expenses by us .. | 2nd June 3rd June 
vac ——-—_—_ 9th —____-— 1c 
, Rural June Rural Ju 
District District 
9th June 10th June 
Declaration of Candidate as to Election The Declaration can be sent within 


Expenses Ne 33 oe A Council Elections, where an Election 


* 
af 


i 


FOR 
ish Council 


Elections, 1958 
esday 7th May | Thursday, 8th May Friday, 9th May Saturday, 10th May 


nh Se Se | fee ae ES Se | et 


23rd April 


af | | | 


23rd April 


lay | 3rd-May | 5th May | 5th May 


7th May | 8th May | 8th May 9th May |, 10th May 


aay be practicable after the close of. poll 


. ii i | | | 


fay | 21st May | 22nd May | 22nd May | 23rd May | 23rd May | 24th May | 24th May. 
h Parish Parish Parish 

fay 29th May 30th May 31st May 

—— 4th —_——_— 5th — 6th ee 7th 
il June Rural June Rural June Rural June 
ict District District District 

ine 5th June 6th June 7th June 

h Parish Parish Parish 

ine 5th June 6th June 7th June 

—— llth §=|————— 12th 13th = =|———_- 14th 
il June Rural June Rural June Rural June 
ct District District District 

ine 12th June 13th June 14th June 


I a | 


the Election Agent transmitting his Return of Election Expenses (excepting Parish 
quired), but it is wisest to ensure that the Declaration is submitted at the same time. 
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CALENDAR FOR | | 


SCOTTISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 


Polling Days : : 
Burgh & City Councils - - Tuesday, 6th May, 1958 
County & District Councils - ‘Tuesday, 13th May, 1958 


Burgh and | County and 
Proceeding City District 


NOTICE OF ELECTION by the fourth ea eae ; ; 
preceding the day of Election 8th April 15th April 


DELIVERY OF NOMINATION PAPERS not 
later than 4.0 p.m. on the third ae Se ice 
day of election Pie 15th April 22nd April- 


APPOINTMENT OF ELECTION AGENT ; 
APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION OF 
POLLING HOURS; NOTICE OF WITH- 
DRAWAL OF CANDIDATE. Delivery of 
such notices to be not later than 4.0 p.m. on the 
second Tuesday preceding day of election .. | 22nd April 29th April 


NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF POLLING 
AND COUNTING AGENTS to be delivered 
not later than the fourth oy before the page of 
election .. Ist May 9th May 


NOTICE OF POLL; NOTICE OF UNCON- 
TESTED ELECTION not later than the ee 


preceding the day of election 2nd May 9th May 
POLLING DAY So. ae aa .. [ 6th May 13th May 
CLAIMS to be sent to Election Wis in oe of 

election expenses by 20th May 27th May 
PAYMENTS by Election mens in go of 

election expenses by : 3rd June 10th June 
RETURN AND DECLARATION BY ELEC- 

TION AGENT as to expenses by .. ae 10th June 17th June 


DECLARATION BY CANDIDATE within 
seven days of the actual transmission of Election 
Agent’s Return and Declaration 
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LABouR’S VICTORY CELEBRATED 


by S. E. Barker 


ipa outstanding feature of the 1906 

report of the Labour Representa- 
tion Committee is the jubilant para- 
graph on Labour’s triumph at the 1906 
General Election. There had been six 
years of struggle to develop organisa- 
tion, education and propaganda. The 
result of the General Election from 
Labour’s point of view justified all 
hopes, beliefs and endeavours. 

There were only four Labour 
Members in the outgoing Parliament; 
50 Labour candidates entered the field, 
and 29 were elected. The total vote 
polled by all parties was 859,518. The 
vote polled by Labour Representation 

Committee candidates was 323,195, 
which represented 37 per cent of the 
total poll. The increase in the Labour 
vote since 1900 General Election was 
347,695. 


New Force 


A new force had entered politics. 
We are told that the questions on all 
lips were “What does it all mean?’ 
“What' does the Labour Party want, 
and what will it do?’ This new driving 
force was already regarded as ‘a 
menace to the easy-going gentlemen of 
the old school who have slumbered so 
long on. the green benches of St. 
Stephen’s’ 

‘The report pays a tribute to the 
support given to the campaign by the 
National Executive Committees of 
the, Trade Unions, and the direct 
assistance which they gave to the 
candidates. 

_ Which were the constituencies which 
contributed to this triumph? Barnard 
Castle, Barrow-in-Furness, Blackburn, 
Bolton, Bradford W., ~Chatham, 
Clitheroe, Deptford, Dundee, Glasgow 
(Blackfriars), ‘Gorton, Halifax, Ince, 
Leeds E., Leicester, Manchester N.E., 
Manchester. S:W., Merthyr Tydfil, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Newton, Lancs., 
Norwich, Preston, St. Helens, Sunder- 
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land, Stockport, Woolwich, West 
Ham S., Wolverhampton W., West- 
houghton, Lancs. 


Which of the elected Members of 
Parliament were to become national 
figures? Arthur Henderson, Keir 
Hardie, Philip Snowdon, Fred Jowett, 
Ramsay MacDonald, J. R. Clynes. 
W. Crooks and Will Thorne. 


Among the unsuccessful candidates 
who fought a good fight were Bruce 
Glasier, Ben Turner, Ben Tillett, Joe 
Burgess, Pzte Curran, James Sexton 
and Russell Williams. 

Prior to the opening of the 1906 
Conference, a great victory demonstra- 
tion was held in the Queen’s Hall. As 
the Chairman, Arthur Henderson, led 
the 29 Labour Members of Parliament 
on to the platform the music of the 
great organ was drowned by the 
tumultuous applause. Keir Hardie, 
D. J. Shackleton and Ramsay Mac- 
Donald addressed this momentous and 
moving gathering, and MacDonald 
drew some of the loudest applause of 
the evening when he said that Labour 
had fought in days gone by to be 
recognised by Liberals and by Tories. 
‘Labour in January fought to be recog- 
nised by the electors of the country as 
an independent, responsible~ and 
intelligent party in the councils of the 


nation. Up to now the Labour Party 
had always been subordinate in 
politics. 


The Cottage 


‘The cottage had had to fight for 
the palace, and the palace had always 
been. neglecting to legislate in the 
interests of the cottage. The cottage 
the previous month said, “I am going 
to fight for myself and I am going to 
work and legislate for myself, because 
my experience has been that if I don’t 
do it, nobody else will do it for me.” ’ 

The General Election results were 
not the only cause for rejoicing. From 


its inception the Labour Representa- 


tion Committee had not underesti-- 
mated the importance of Local 
Government and its impact on Parlia- 
mentary campaigns. The methods 
adopted for Parliamentary elections 
were used in the Local Government 
campaign, preceding the 1906 General 
Election, and the results were splendid. 

More candidates were in the field 
than ever before, and again far 
exceeded those of previous years. 


Indeed, for the first time Labour’s 


gains appeared to have exceeded those 
of either the Tory and Liberal Parties. 

Membership had increased from 
900,000 to 921,280, though the 
number of affiliated bodies remained 
at 158 Trade Unions, 73 Trades Coun- 
cils, the Independent Labour Party and 
the Fabian Society. 

Only two local Labour Representa- 
tion Committees in constituencies not 
covered by Trades Councils, had 
affiliated during the year, but the work 
of these bodies had so impressed the 
Labour Representation Committee 
that it was able to persuade Conference 
to permit these local bodies to affiliate, 
even where Trades Councils were 
functioning, providing the Trades 
Council was consulted. 

Publications were again well to the 
fore. New leaflets had been issued and 
old ones revised and re-issued, and the 
sales had increased from 589,650 in 
the previous year to 4,400,000. Un- 
doubtedly the written word had played 
its part in the year’s victories. 


Financial Improvement |. 


The financial position was improv- 
ing steadily, but although the balance 
in the Parliamentary fund was 
£6,641 5s. 3d., the return of 29 Labour 
Members of Parliament made it 
necessary to review the situation. ’ 

Conference recognised that if pro- 
gress was to be maintained that unity 
was of great importance. It accepted a 
paragraph in the report relating to the 
establishment of a National Labour 
Advisory Board, consisting of three 
representatives and the Secretary from 


each of the following bodies: the 
General Federation of Trade Unions, 
the Parliamentary Committee and the 
Labour Representation Committee. 
The L.R.C.’s representatives on that — 
board were Arthur Henderson, Keir 
Hardie, J. J. Stephenson and Ramsay 3 
MacDonald. j 

No further progress had been made 
in regard to the publication of a 
Labour newspaper. However, the 
Committee recognised that the need 
had now become imperative. Con- 
ference instructed the new Executive 
Committee to consider this matter at 
the very earliest opportunity and to 
report to the affiliated bodies. 

One other vital step was taken by 
this momentous Conference. It decided 
that in future the title “The: Labour 
Party’ should be adopted instead of 
‘The Labour Representation Com- 
mittee’. : 


FLORENCE CARUTH 


We regret to report the death of Miss 
Florence Caruth, since 1943 Women’s 
Organiser in the South West. 

Miss Caruth, who was 55 years of age, 
was a school teacher in Huddersfield 
before joining the Labour Party’s Staff 
and Mr. Harold Wilson was one of her 
pupils. 

She was for many years an active 
member of the Party in Huddersfield, 
serving as its Chairman and.a member of 
its Executive Committee. 

She was a leading member of the Hali- 
fax, Huddersfield and District Women’s 
Advisory Council and was its “Secretary 
for a time. Also she was a ‘member -of 
the Executive Committee of ‘the Yorkshire 
Regional Council of the Labour ness in 
the first year of its existence. 


MALDEN (Surrey) LABOUR HALL, 
successfully running three years, is obliged 
to pay 84 per cent per annum interest on 
mortgage loan. Secretary (Councillor G. L. 
Deacon, F.C.I.S.) would be glad to hear 
from any Party, individual or Trade Union 


who would be willing to lend sums up to, 
£1,500 at not more than 64 per cent per 
annum to pay off the burdensome ‘loan. 

Write Malden Labour Hall Ltd., 53 King- 
ston Road, New Malden, Surrey. 


New Amplifying Set Recommended 


OW often at clection times does a 
loudspeaker car report. back’ to 
the central committee rooms with an 
irate worker who looks accusingly at 
the agent, and reports—‘The set is not 
working, come and fix it ??. The agent 
is expected to repair it there and then ! 
Within reason, we in Coventry have 
“managed to cope, except when some 
_elot drops the set on the pavement and 
smashes the lot—but nevertheless we 
felt it should be possible in this day 
and age to produce a set and fittings 
which could stand up to even the 
clumsiest operator —the bloke who 
breaks the bakelite knobs, breaks con- 
nections, wires the set up wrong, and 
produces howls and screeches ! 
__So off we went to consult our local 
sound service electricians, and between 
us we are both proud—and relieved— 
to say that we have produced a set 
which is nearly fool proof —we say 
nearly for even though nothing has 
happened to our three sets during the 
12 months we have had them—vwe still 
think it would be tempting fate to 
claim them to be 100 per cent fool 
proof—someone might hear us ! 
ox 
The equipment is that now produced 
by ‘Pamphonic’, very similar to that 
used by the Navy during the war, but 
greatly improved. Three things strike 
“one immediately about the equipment : 
(1) the stout construction, (2) compact- 
ness, (3) the fine sound reproduction. 
The amplifier itself is in a solid steel 
case, measuring only 93” x 10” x 4”, 
just about the smallest set available, 
the microphone also is solid and per- 
manently attached to the amplifier by 
strong spiral wiring. The speaker is 
solid in construction, is made of steel 
and has a diameter of 154” and a 
depth of 12”, with an inverted steel 
cone, which is completely weather- 
proof. 
The set is operated from a normal 
12-volt battery. 
The amplifying unit is mounted with 
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rubber shock absorbers on a _ vertical 
wooden board 173” x 114” with a small 
horizontal foot board 8” x 114”, so that 
the unit stands upright, and can be stood 
comfortably in the corner of the back seat 
of any car, taking up little or no room 
at all. 

- Mounted on the foot board is a 5 amp 
3 point socket, wired to the set inside 
which can be fitted the 5 amp 3 point 
plug, leading to the loudspeaker. The 
vertical board on which the amplifier is 
mounted has a useful aperture at the top 
for use as a hand grip. 

The loudspeaker is fitted to go on the 
roof of any car without possibility of 
damage. The speaker is mounted on a 
board 24” x 114” xX 4”, which in turn 
has two feet or pads measuring 6” X 
114”, each covered in rubber. To each 
end of the board is fitted a 2” wide 
leather strap, one end fitted with a leather 
buckle, and the other with holes at 6” 
intervals—the straps are long enough to 
fit even the largest car, by passing them 
through either the rear or front doors of 
the car, and fastening the buckle under- 
neath the centre of the roof. 

All the woodwork mountings have been 
finished in light green, and the whole unit 
is light in weight and easily transportable, 
and can be very simply fixed to a vehicle 
—1i minutes being the average time 
taken. 

There are only three controls, one main 
switch to switch the set on, one volume 
control, and a thumb switch on the micro- 
phone. This latter is ingenious and effec- 
tive. When the main switch is on, the set 
is warmed up and ready for immediate 
use, but negligible power is used. Ata 
touch of the switch on the microphone 
the set is live, and at the same time a 
small booster incorporated in the set is 
switched on, which considerably reduces 
the amount of power actually taken from 
the battery. 

The amplfying unit costs £47, the 
speaker £13, and the mountings as 
described £7. The prices should be 
accepted as approximate, as they are the 
prices we paid a year ago, and there may 
have been a slight increase. The manu- 
facturers are Bonham Sound Services, 
276 Remembrance Road, Willenhall, 


Coventry. 
R. B. RITCHIE 


Len Sims continues his examination of the Local Government Bill, now 
_ before Parliament, and spotlights the proposed powers of the Commission 


Power of L.G. Commissions 


AST month’s article concluded at 

the point where the Local Govern- 
ment Commissions, following their 
investigations and consultations with 
local authorities and other interested 
bodies, prepare draft proposals and 
submit them to these bodies, specifying 
the time within which representations 
can be made. 

The commission, on receiving repre- 
sentations can, in addition to consider- 
ing such representation from the 
bodies concerned, confer with their 
representatives and then draw up their 
proposals. 

When the proposals have been form- 
ulated, the commiss:.on must submit 
them to the Minister together with a 
report on the review. Should the 
Minister have made a directive, the 
commission can incorporate in the 
review their observations on any 
matters contained in that directive. In 
the case of reviews outside the Special 
Areas, the Minister also has ‘power to 
ask for a separate report on any 
matter on which they are reporting, 
and, subject to that provision, the 
commission itself decides the manner 
in which the report is to be submitted. 


Public Notice 


On receipt of the proposals made by 
the commission, the Minister must see 
that copies of these proposals, together 
with the commission’s report, are sub- 
mitted to all the local and public 
authorities concerned. In addition, 
public notice of the proposals must be 
given and facilities provided for public 
inspection. A time will be fixed within 
which representations can be made. 

Should objection to the proposals 
be lodged by a local or police author- 
ity, the Minister will hold a_ public 
inquiry into the objection, unless he is 
satisfied that he is sufficiently informed 
on the subject. 
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Having complied with these require- | 


ments, the Minister can then give 


effect to the proposals as submitted or | 
The Order will be — 
laid before Parliament, together with — 


with modifications. 


the report of the commission. 


In the case of giving effect to propo- — 
sals outside the Special Areas, there . 


are a number of variations laid down 


whereby the Minister has power to | 


make orders to meet certain circum- 
stances. These circumstances are, in 
the main, related to the status and con~- 
versions of local authorities. 


Minister’s Proposals 


Should the Minister, after duly con- | 


sidering the proposals of the com- 
mission, decide that they would not 


secure effective and convenient local — 


government, he is empowered to make 
his own proposals. Public notice 
would have to be given; representation 
be afforded; and a local inquiry be 


held. The Minister would, however, © 


make no provision which could not 
have been proposed by the commission 
itself. 

It will be seen that the power granted 
to the Minister is considerable. In 
view of the immensity of the task and 
the interested bodies and persons in- 
volved, this is understandable. It 


would appear to me that a few years 


will elapse before the reviews are com- 
plete. Nevertheless the preliminary 
stage will doubtless involve us as a 
Party in a number of ways. 

Having examined the procedure to 
be followed by the Commissions, what 
are matters upon which they have to 
deliberate? Is there a rigid formula 
laid down, as for instance, that 
governing the Boundary Commissions 


which deal with parliamentary con- 


stituencies? The answer is ‘No.’ 


The very fact that no such limits are | 
set can mean that the scope afforded | 
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the Commissions is greater and is such 
-as to make fundamental changes in 
our existing structure. The status of 
some authorities will be enhanced, 
Others considerably reduced, many, 
perhaps, abolished. 

The resulting conflict between the 
variously interested bodies will un- 
doubtedly be terrific and it is doubtless 
‘because of this the Minister has so 
much power. 


4 English Conurbations 


In England, it will be remembered, 
the Commission’s first task is the 
Special Review Areas—those large 
conurbations in the North, North- 
West and West Midlands. The scope 
of the Commission in these areas is 
greater than that provided for the 
other areas which come under their 
review. 

The changes which may be put 
forward in the Commission’s proposals 
are those produced by any of the 
following means — or combination of 
those means : 

(1) The alteration of the area of an 
administrative county or county 
borough (including the abolition of 
any county district in the course of 
the extension of a county borough). 
The constitution of a new admini- 
strative county by the amalgamation 
of two or more areas, whether coun- 
ties or county boroughs, or by the 
aggregation or the separation of a 
part of such an area. 

The constitution of a new county 
borough by the amalgamation of two 
or more county boroughs, the con- 
version of a non-county borough or 
urban district into a county borough, 
or the division of an existing county 
borough into parts and then consti- 
tuting all or any of the parts into a 
county borough. 

The abolition of an administrative 
county or county borough and the 
distribution of its area among other 
areas, being counties or county 
boroughs. 

The conversion of a county borough 
into. a non-county borough and its 
inclusion in an administrative county. 


- 


Q) 


GB) 


@) 


6) 
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The alteration of the area of a 
| county district. 
(7) The constitution of a new non- 
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county borough by the amalgama- 
tion of a non-county borough with 
one or more other county districts. 

(8) The constitution of a new urban or 
rural district by the amalgamation of 
areas being urban or rural areas by 
the aggregation or separation of 
parts of county districts. 

(9) The abolition of an urban district or 
rural district. 

(10) The conversion of a rural district into 
an urban district or of an urban 
district into a rural district. 

It will be seen from this that the power 
of the Commission in these Special 
Review Areas extends right down to the 
rural district. In the other areas coming 
under the review of the Commission their 
powers end at No. 5. (The conversion 
of a county borough into a non-county 
borough.) The alteration of county 
districts, etc. becomes a matter for the 
county council. 

Except as stated above, the Bill pro- 
vides for each county in England and 
Wales to review the circumstances of the 
county district within its boundary, and 
to make proposals fer effecting such 
change as would, in their opinion, result 
in effective and convenient local govern- 
ment. 

The county council would, of course, 
have to wait until they had some reliable 
knowledge or a definite decision had been 
reached on proposals affecting their own 
area. 

(To be continued) 
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CANDIDATES 


EE AMMEN ig 


prospective Parliamentary Candi- 
dates by the National Executive Com- 
mittee recently : 
North Dorset Mr. H. J. Dutfield 
South pees sag ae I. S. Richard 
Hornsey .. .. Mr. F. E. Mostyn 
Wells Mr. J. A. A. Evans 


oy 


WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDATURE 
Bedford . Mr. J. Wellwood 


Mid-Bedfordshire Mr. D. Newman 
Southend East . Mr. A. Carr 

East Surrey Mr. F. Bayliss 
Chichester Mr. G. Humphreys 
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POINTS FROM THE REPORTS , 
626 New Members are Recruite 


‘Although we are increasing our mem- 
bership as a Divisional Party, we still 
have a long way to go yet (in fact, we 
have failed in reaching our target). 

‘Taking the figure of 1,654 for 1956, 
and the figure of 2,320 for 1957, we have 
gained in membership a total of 626 over 
a period of 12 months. 

‘The total gains would have been more, 
but then we must consider the members 
lost through transfers, deaths, and not 
forgetting lapsed members.’ 

Annual Report of the Sutton 
(Plymouth) Constituency Labour 
Party. 

* * * 

‘It was estimated that individual mem- 
bership had fallen to 1,635. It was agreed 
to hold a membership competition, each 
Local Party being set a target of 
membership to reach during the year 
1957, with points for reaching or passing 
this target, and points for collecting of 
membership contributions. This will be 
worked out as soon as all returns are in 
for 1957. During the year pressure of 
other work has kept membership cam- 
paigning rather low. There would appear, 
however, to be some improvement, and 
the membership should now be near the 
2,000 mark. 

‘LABOUR ORGANISER—Our stand- 
ing order for this monthly publication 
was only three copies. In October, the 
Executive Committee decided to increase 
this to 20 copies a month and supply each 
Local Party Secretary free each month 
for one year, in order to encourage the 
reading of this journal.’ 

Annual Report of Aylesbury 
Constituency Labour Party. 
* * * 

‘It is now more than ever necessary to 
hold as many “House Meetings” talk 
about our candidate, and get him among 
the electorate as never. before. Our mem- 
bers can do this by introducing him to 
neighbours in their homes—and we would 
in this instance like to know of more 
houses where these small meetings can 


be held.’ 
Annual Report of the Ealing 
North Constituency Labour 
Party. 
* * * 
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‘Tribute must be paid in this Report t 
Miss Ada Judd, aged 84 years, and i 
George Kettlewell, aged 81 years, who 
are both actively engaged in collecting 
contributions from other members in an 
honorary capacity! Worthy of comment, 
too, is the fact that Mrs. L. M. West of 
Merry Oak Road and Mrs. M. E. Hicks 
of Bluebell Road have acted as honorary 
collectors of Labour Party subscriptions 
for 34 years and 31 years respectively.’ 

Annual Report of the South- 
ampton Labour Party. . 
* * * 
‘The canvass organised on a constitu- 
ency basis in October and November for 
purpose of obtaining information 
about the electors was the first effort of 
this nature during these months since 
local elections were moved from Novem- 
ber. The number who helped was very 
small, but the encouraging thing was 
that, despite very cold weather at times, 
there were members who were prepared 
to help in the canvass when there was 
not an election taking place.’ 
Annual Report of Sunderland 
Borough Labour Party. 


* * * 


‘The individual membership has been 
well maintained and the number at the 
end of 1957 stood at 465. We are still 
anxious to increase our membership, so 
invite each one to recruit one new 
member in 1958. If you will do this we 
should be near the 1,000 mark. 

‘The increase in membership contribu- 
tion is around about £18. Allowing for 
Old Age Pensioners, the average contri- 
bution is over 5s. for the year.’ 

Annual Report of the Ely Ward, 


Cardiff West Constituency 
Labour Party. 
* * * 


‘During August we had a visit from the 
N.A.L.S.O. team for one week. They did 
an excellent job both in Pellon and 
Ovenden Wards, securing as well as new 
members, a good canvass record from 
which to work in the forthcoming 
Municipal Elections.’ 

Annual Report of the Halifax 
Labour Party. 1 


he! pkebe: any. “notice ai oe news- 


he ~ papers, Jack McCann will be ashamed 


0 sit in the House of Commons as the © 


ber for Rochdale. 
4,530 fewer votes, the victory 


to the Liberal, one iS. almost made — 


elieve. But the new. Member is a 


ardheaded trade unionist and is not — 
kely to be abashed by. the opinions of — 
the bright boys who ae the polgest os 


‘mentaries. 


He will know inat “there are. many » 


‘Members who were elected on a minority _ 
‘yote, and he can be certain that if there 


y-election he would have been elected | 
ist the. same. Moreover, he may remem- 
ber that the Tories have a majority of the 
‘seats in Parliament, even though they did 
not. secure a majority of the votes cast at 
the General Election. — 

_ He can be well satisfied with his own 
performance and that of those who helped ~ 
his campaign. On a register as old as it 
‘could be, in a town with a s‘rong Liberal 
tradition, he polled only 2,795 fewer votes 


} 


Though he — 


hhad been no Liberal candidate in the: 


_is far tron pode the | 
Indeed, we are not even. ; 
when Labour had no more. ae 


oe political trends from ° reg es 
’ by-elections, but Tribune. should get: 
- figures right when it does so. The 
Majority in 1950 was not 4,676, but 
A276, so the by-election majority ‘wa 
higher than that of 1950 and we are 
beyond the 1950 Position, at feast in 
Rochdale. v3 
“Much bolder Jeadership’ may now ‘be. 
reauired ‘to break the apathy about 
politics,’ as Tribune says, but under. the 
present leadership the Labour Party has ~ 
won three seats at by-elections, compared 
with one in 1945-50, and attORes) ST og 
1951-55, won by the Tories. Petit try 
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THE. NATIONAL UNION 


OF 


LABOUR ORGANISERS AND ELECTION AGENTS 


HAS APPOINTED 


-NULO SUPPLIES SERVICE 


44 BROAD STREET, TEDDINGTON, MIDDX. 
MOLESEY 6077 


Official suppliers for all Stationery and Office Requirements | 
ere for pavers Price Lists and Quotations for Printing — 


PRICES ‘EDUC ‘ED sree 


Bs 


ts Can now Be supplied hod stock at the following esiaed prices. 
se 3 ~9in, x 4 in. 
Under 10,000 —_.... pares Sunt 
10,000 — 24,000 : 
25,000 — 49,000... 

50,000 — 99,000 JTL, 
100,000 249,000. as. a 
250,000 and over __.... 


All prices are per thousand and include printing, 
purchase tax and delivery 
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SAMPLES ON REQUEST TO 


J. B. SHEARS & SONS | 


LIMITED 


191 New King’s Road, Fulham 
London, S.W.6 


Telephone: RENown 2704 
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